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SUBJECT: DEFENSE MINISTER ADDRESSES HIGHER WAR COLLEGE 

1 . GREEK MINISTER OE DEFENSE AVEROF IN ADDRESS TO 
GRADUATING CLASS OE ARMY HIGHER WAR COLLEGE IN THESSALONIKI 
JULY 29 GAVE FAIRLY STANDARD GRADUATION SPEECH ON DUTY, 

HONOR, COUNTRY. THERE WAS NO REFERENCE TO TURKEY, 

HOWEVER, HE DID SAY THAT GREECE IS IN A PERIOD OF 

TENSION WHICH WILL CONTINUE BUT THAT THE COUNTRY DOES NOT 
HAVE A MAJOR CRISIS. TT WOULD BE NAIVE EOR ANYONE TO 
SAY THAT WE DON'T LIVE IN A PERIOD OF TENSION OR THAT 
THIS PERIOD WILL PASS EITHER IN A FEW DAYS OR FEW 
WEEKS," HE SAID. "UNITY, COMPETENCE AND A PREPARED ARMY 
ARE WHAT WE NEED DURING THESE TENSE MOMENTS," HE 
STRESSED TO GRADUATES. 

2. THE REST OF THE SPEECH WAS DEVOTED TO INTERNAL 
POLITICS AND THE NEED FOR ARMY LOYALTY. HE EXPRESSED 

THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY AND ITS DISDAIN 
FOR SMALL VOCAL MINORITIES WHO FOLLOW SUCH "NONSENSICAL 
IDEOLOGIES THAT NO ONE IS ABLE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY 
BELIEVE OR WHAT THEY WISH TO ESTABLISH." IN OBVIOUS 
REEERENCE TO COMMUNISTS, ONE MINORITY HE EXPRESSED SLIGHT 
CONCERN ABOUT WAS THAT WHICH WITH "ENTIRELY DIFEERENT THEORIES 
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UNOBTAINABLE COMMUNITY OF ANGELS WHICH WILL RESULT IN 
PRACTICE IN A COMMUNITY OF PUPPETS". 

3. HE CLOSED BY URGING OFFICERS NOT TO RECOGNIZE EITHER 
JUNTA OR OTHER EXTREMIST ELEMENTS. HE SAID THAT FROM NOW 
ON OFFICERS WOULD BE JUDGED BY PERFORMANCE, IMPLYING 
THAT , IF PERFORMANCE WERE SATISFACTORY AND POLITICAL 
EXTREMES AVOIDED, THEN PAST POLITICAL EXCESSES WOULD BE 
FORGOTTEN. 
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